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This item is for consideration in the public part of the meeting.

SUMMARY OF INFORMATION

1. Background

This report sets out details of an urgent decision taken in order to allocate Council Tax Support Funding for
2023/24. The power to make an emergency (urgent) decision rests with the Chief Executive in consultation
with the relevant committee chairman (or vice-chairman in their absence) together with the Leader of the
Council. Accordingly, the Chief Executive, having consulted with Councillor Karen Buckley, approved the
decision as set out in this report.

In the Autumn Statement 2022, the Government announced its intention to increase referendum principles to
3% for core Council Tax and up to 2% for the Adult Social Care precept, with additional flexibilities for some
other authority types for both 2023-24 and 2024-25.

Recognising the impact of rising bills, the Government also announced £100m of additional funding for Local
Authorities to support the most economically vulnerable households in England with Council Tax payments.

Funding has been allocated to councils based on their share of local council tax reduction claimants. The
Government expected Local Authorities to use the majority of their funding allocations to reduce bills for
current working age and pension age Council Tax Reduction (CTR) claimants by up to £25.

Fylde’s allocation of funding for this initiative was £135,015.

The discount had to be applied to current CTR claimants who have an outstanding council tax liability for the
2023-24 financial year. Government expected Councils to deliver this using their discretionary powers under
s13A(1)(c) of the Local Government Finance Act 1992.

It was the Government’s intention that these funds were allocated onto Council Tax bills with the amount
reflected in the bills issued in March 2023 for the next financial year.

Allocation of funding

Some elderly claimants on passported benefits e.g. Guarantee Credit receive full CTR and have nothing to pay
therefore did not require an award. This therefore created an additional fund, which could be used as the
Council wishes e.g. to increase the amount awarded onto Council Tax accounts by more than the £25
mandated.

To allocate these monies prior to the main bills being issued it was necessary to request an urgent decision
rather than send the report to the Finance and Democracy committee in late March 2023, by which time the
bills would have been sent.




Indicative figures for a proposal on allocating funds was produced in early February 2023 and are shown below.
It should be noted that all figures in the report are estimates for the following reasons:

Software is not available until towards the end February 2023
The figures are based on the current year Council Tax liabilities, which will be subject to change in the new
financial year.

Increase awards to allocate the majority of funding onto the 2023/24 Council Tax bills

Working Age 2848 x £37 = £105,376
Elderly on full CTRS 1467 — no awards required
Elderly not on Full CTRS 760 x £37 (assumed) = £28,120

Total estimated cost (to award up to £37) to 3,608 households = £133,496

This would leave £1,519, which could be used to fund a further 41 £37 awards through the year as new CTR
awards are made.

Recommendation

It was recommended that any funding not used by allocating “up to £25” should be shared out between all CTR
recipients, therefore increasing the amount they receive off their 2023/24 Council Tax bills. The exact amount
will not be known until main billing is carried out.

SOURCE OF INFORMATION

Louise Jones, Head of Revenues and Benefits - Louise.jones@blackpool.gov.uk

Council Tax Support Fund guidance - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

WHY IS THIS INFORMATION BEING GIVEN TO THE COMMITTEE?

This report sets out details of an urgent decision taken in order to allocate Council Tax Support Funding for
2023/24. The power to make an emergency (urgent) decision rests with the Chief Executive in consultation with
the relevant committee chairman (or vice-chairman in their absence) together with the Leader of the Council.
Accordingly, the Chief Executive, having consulted with Councillor Karen Buckley, approved the decision as set
out in this report.

FURTHER INFORMATION

Contact: Louise.jones@blackpool.gov.uk
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