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Public Protection Committee 

Date: Wednesday, 12 July 2023 at 10:00 am 

Venue: Town Hall, St Annes, FY8 1LW 
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Declarations of Interest: 
Declarations of interest, and the responsibility for declaring the same, are matters for 
elected members.  Members are able to obtain advice, in writing, in advance of 
meetings. This should only be sought via the Council’s Monitoring Officer.  However, 
it should be noted that no advice on interests sought less than one working day prior 
to any meeting will be provided. 
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2 
Confirmation of Minutes: 
To confirm the minutes, as previously circulated, of the meeting held on 22 March 
2023 as a correct record. 

1 

3 
Substitute Members:  
Details of any substitute members notified in accordance with council procedure rule 
23(c). 

1 

DECISION ITEMS: 

4 Application for the Grant of a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Combined Drivers 
Licence – Mr SS 

5 Request for an Increase in the Level of Hackney Carriage Fares 

3
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Contact: Democracy - Telephone: (01253) 658658 – Email: democracy@fylde.gov.uk  

The code of conduct for members can be found in the council’s constitution at  

http://fylde.cmis.uk.com/fylde/DocumentsandInformation/PublicDocumentsandInformation.aspx 

© Fylde Council copyright 2023 

You may re-use this document/publication (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium. You must re-use it accurately and not in a misleading context.  

The material must be acknowledged as Fylde Council copyright and you must give the title of 
the source document/publication. 

Where we have identified any third party copyright material you will need to obtain permission from the 
copyright holders concerned. 

This document/publication is also available on our website at www.fylde.gov.uk  
Any enquiries regarding this document/publication should be sent to us at the Town Hall, St Annes Road West, St 

Annes FY8 1LW, or to listening@fylde.gov.uk. 
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DECISION ITEM 
REPORT OF MEETING DATE 

ITEM 
NO 

HEAD OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

HOUSING SERVICES 
PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE 12th JULY 2023 

APPLICATION FOR THE GRANT OF A HACKNEY CARRIAGE AND PRIVATE HIRE 
COMBINED DRIVERS LICENCE – MR SS 

PUBLIC ITEM   
This item is for consideration in the public part of the meeting. 

SUMMARY 

Following an application made to Licensing Team for the grant of a Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Driver’s 
Licence, the Committee is requested to consider the application and determine if they consider the applicant fit 
and proper to hold such a licence. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee consider the report and determine the application. 

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

There are no previous decisions relating to this matter. 

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 

Economy – To create a vibrant and healthy community 

Environment – to deliver services customers expect √ 

Efficiency – By spending money in the most efficient way 

Tourism – To create a great place to live and visit 

REPORT 

1. An application has been received from Mr SS for the grant of a Combined Hackney Carriage and Private Hire
Driver’s licence.

2. In accordance with the standard procedure for all applications, the applicant was requested to submit a
Disclosure obtained through the Disclosure and Barring Service and undergo a medical examination.

3. The Disclosure has revealed a number of convictions between 2009 and 2015, further information relating to
which will be provided to members at the meeting.
4. 2 out of 15 convictions were declared by the applicant on his application form for a drivers badge.
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5. Section 59 (1)(a) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states that, “a district council
shall not grant a licence to drive a hackney carriage … unless they are satisfied that the applicant is a fit and
proper person to hold a driver’s licence.”

6. Section 51 (1)(a) of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 states that, “a district council
shall not grant a licence to drive a private hire vehicle unless they are satisfied that the applicant is a fit and
proper person to hold a driver’s licence.”

7. Appendix A of the Council’s Statement of Taxi and Private Hire Licensing Policy, concerning the Relevance of
Convictions to Applications is attached for members information and use.

8. The applicant has been invited to attend the hearing and the Committee is therefore asked to determine the
application.

IMPLICATIONS 

Finance No further implications arising directly from this report 

Legal No further implications arising directly from this report 

Community Safety No further implications arising directly from this report 

Human Rights and Equalities No further implications arising directly from this report 

Sustainability and Environmental Impact No further implications arising directly from this report 

Health & Safety and Risk Management No further implications arising directly from this report 

LEAD AUTHOR CONTACT DETAILS DATE 

Joanne Gallagher joanne.gallagher@fylde.gov.uk 
 Tel 01253 658609 30th June 2023 

BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Name of document Date Where available for inspection 

Fylde Council Taxi and private 
hire licensing policy 

https://new.fylde.gov.uk/business/licensing/taxi-
licensing/hackney-carriage-and-private-hire-
licensing-policy/  

Attached documents  

Appendix A of the Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy 
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DECISION ITEM 
REPORT OF MEETING DATE 

ITEM 
NO 

HEAD OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND 

HOUSING SERVICES 
PUBLIC PROTECTION COMMITTEE 12th JULY 2023 5 

REQUEST FOR AN INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF HACKNEY CARRIAGE FARES 

PUBLIC ITEM   
This item is for consideration in the public part of the meeting. 

SUMMARY 

A request has been received from independent members of the Hackney Carriage Trade seeking an increase in 
the level of hackney carriage fares.  The national average increase in the level of fares has been ascertained and 
the Committee will be requested to consider the request. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Committee considers the report and determines the request to increase the level of fares. 

SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS DECISIONS 

6/7/2022 - Public Protection Committee resolved to amend Tariff 4 as follows:- Tariff 4 – applies to hirings 
commenced between 01:00am and 06.00am (apart from those identified in tariff 3) 1st person £3.70 start for the 
first 300 yds/274m and 20p for every subsequent 150 yds/137m or part thereof. 
23/3/2022 - Public Protection Committee resolved: 
1. Tariff 1 - To increase the initial hiring charge by 40p from £2.70 to £3.10 and To amend the yardages to 370
yards followed by 185 for each incremental drop (currently 380 yards and 190 yards);

2. Tariff 2 - To increase the initial hiring charge increase by 40p from £2.90 to £3.30, No change to yardage and
Tariff 2 to commence at commence at 2100 Monday to Friday (currently commences at 2300).
3. Waiting time – Tariff 1 - 20p for each period of 40 seconds and Tariffs 2, 3 & 4 - 20p for each period of 30
seconds. The meter adds this automatically. (currently 20p each 54 seconds on all tariffs)
18/7/18 – Public Protection Committee resolved to amend the Table of Hackney Carriage Fares in relation to tariff 
4 as follows: Tariff 4: £3.50 for the first 300 yards or uncompleted part thereof. 20p for each subsequent 150 yards 
or uncompleted part thereof. 
11/12/2017 – Public Protection Committee resolved to: 
1) Increase the level of fares by 4.6% as detailed within the report.
2) Increase the cost of extras from 20p to 40p.

3) For journeys where between 5 & 8 passengers are being conveyed, the drive may charge 1.5 times the
metered fare.
4) Increase the soiling charge from £40 to £60.
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17/10/16 – Council resolved to “Delegate to the Public Protection Committee responsibility for determining 
increases in the level of Hackney Carriage Fares”. 
20/7/16 - Public Protection Committee considered a request for a fare increase and resolved to “Refuse the 
request for an increase in level of hackney carriage fares as being inappropriate” 
27/11/13 – Portfolio Holder Decision to approve the following: 

(i) Tariff 1 and 2 fares be increased by 1 per cent.
(ii) 60 pence be added to every hiring between 0200 and 0600.
(iii) Taxi operators be requested to display clearly in their vehicles any meter reduction due to discounts

16/7/12 – Portfolio Holder Decision, “In reviewing fares the Portfolio Holder felt that particular regard should 
be given to the needs of the travelling public, with reference both to what it is reasonable to expect people to 
pay and to the need to give drivers sufficient incentive to provide a service when it is needed. Therefore the 
Portfolio Holder approved the requested increase in the hackney carriage fares of 2.5%, as recommended by 
the Public Protection Committee.” 
6/4/11 – Portfolio Holder Decision, “That the portfolio holder approved the following recommendations of the 
Public Protection Committee and determines the request: In view of very significant rises in fuel and other costs 
involved in running and maintaining hackney carriages, that hackney carriage fares be increased by 7.5%, and 
that further surcharges of 20p be allowed if the price of diesel reaches trigger levels of £1.50 and £1.75 per 
litre.” 
16/4/2009 – Portfolio Holder Decision, “The Portfolio Holder considered the recommendations of the Public 
Protection Committee and approved the recommendations contained within the report.”  
7/12/2007 – Portfolio Holder Decision, “The Portfolio Holder considered the report and the recommendations 
of the Public Protection Committee and determines the requests.  

CORPORATE PRIORITIES 

Economy – To create a vibrant and healthy economy √ 

Environment – To deliver services customers expect 

Efficiency – By spending money in the most efficient way 

Tourism – To create a great place to live and visit 

REPORT 

1. The provisions of Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 allow Local
Authorities to fix the level of fares that may be demanded in connection with the hire of a Hackney Carriage. 

2. The Department for Transport Best Practice Guidance for Taxi and Private Hire Vehicle Licensing considers fares 
and comments at paragraph 52  that, 

“Fare scales should be designed with a view to practicality.  The Department sees it as good practice to 
review the fare scales at regular intervals, including any graduation of the fare scale by time of day or day 
of the week.  Authorities may wish to consider adopting a simple formula for deciding on fare revisions as 
this will increase understanding and improve the transparency of the process.  The Department also 
suggests that in reviewing fares authorities should pay particular regard to the needs of the travelling 
public, with reference both to what it is reasonable to expect people to pay but also to the need to give 
drivers sufficient incentive to provide a service when it is needed.  There may well be a case for higher fares 
at times of higher demand.” 

3. Fylde Borough Councils Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licensing Policy acknowledges the comments of the
DFT and states in Appendix J: 

“Hackney Carriage Fare scales will not generally be reviewed more than once per year between January 
and March with any change agreed being implemented once the required period for objection specified in 
the Public Notice has passed. In reviewing the scale of maximum fares to be charged locally, consideration 
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will be given to the percentage by which the “National Average” of Tariff One, 2 mile journey fares (as 
published in Private Hire & Taxi Monthly magazine) increased since the fees were last increased by Fylde 
Council (i.e. January 2013 to January 2017). In general, this average percentage will constitute the 
maximum percentage increase in fares above which the authority would not generally consider any 
application for a tariff increase.” 

4. The request submitted may be seen at appendix 1 and further information will be provided to the Committee 
as to how this will be calculated. 

5. The previous increase in Hackney Carriage Fares came into force in August 2022.  The Private Hire and Taxi 
Magazine which officers used to calculate the national average increase indicates that the average cost of a 
tariff 1, 2 mile journey at that time was £6.46.  In June 2023, the cost of that same journey is £7.12.  It can 
therefore be seen that the national average tariff 1, 2 mile journey has increased by 10.25%.   

6. Contained within the current Table of Fares is provision for incremental increases should the price of diesel 
reach £1.50 and £1.75 a litre.  Members will be aware the price of a litre of diesel is currently falling and the 
ability to charge the surcharge has temporarily ceased.   

7. Members may wish to note that the level of fares set by the Authority is the maximum a driver is entitled to 
demand.  Hackney carriage proprietors and drivers are entitled to discount fares and calibrate their meters to 
a tariff less than the Council tariff.  However, should a proprietor choose to do this, they should make it clear 
within the vehicle that the meter is set to a lower tariff so as to avoid any confusion and allegations of 
overcharging.   

8. To conclude, Members are requested to consider the report, supporting information and determine the 
request. 

IMPLICATIONS 

Finance There are no direct financial implications for the Council in setting 
the fares for hackney carriages. 

Legal None arising directly from the report. 

Community Safety 

The provision of taxis is an integral part of the transport 
infrastructure and is particularly influential in the transportation of 
individuals late at night when bus services have ceased. The 
provision of affordable taxis assist in community safety by ensuring 
people are removed from town centres safely and helps to reduce 
the incidence of drink driving. 

Human Rights and Equalities 

Hackney carriages are a vital form of transport for the disabled who 
may have difficulties accessing other forms of public transport. It is 
important therefore that fares are maintained at a level which will 
encourage investment in DDA compliant vehicles yet remain 
affordable to disabled people. 

Sustainability and Environmental Impact None arising directly from the report. 

Health & Safety and Risk Management None arising directly from the report. 
 

LEAD AUTHOR CONTACT DETAILS DATE 

Chris Hambly chris.hambly@fylde.gov.uk 
Tel 01253 658422 3rd July 2023 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 

Name of document Date Where available for inspection 
Hackney Carriage and Private 
Hire Licensing Policy 2021 Fylde Website 
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Attached documents  

Appendix 1 Trade Request 
Appendix 2 Trade Supporting Information 
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Appendix 1 

Outcome from Taxi drivers meeting. 

Main Changes – 

Total rewrite of all tariffs to make it simpler for the customer, mainly changing T3 current 
Xmas tariff to T4. 

Yardage changes on all tariffs. 

Flag drops, waiting, extras, baggage and soiling charges to stay the same. 

Tariff 3 (to start from 12pm) New Late night tariff. 

Xmas tariff t4 now flag drop increased by £1.15 to £5.80 

Tariff 1 

£3.10 flag drop for the first 166 yards then 20p every 166 yards after. 

Monday to Friday 6am to 9pm 

Tariff 2 

£3.30 flag drop for the first 135 yards then 20p for every 135 yards after 

Mon – Fri 9pm to 1159pm, Sat, Sun and Bank holidays 6am to 1159pm 

Tariff 3 

£3.70 flag drop for the first 135 yards then 20p every 135 yards after. 

Mon – Sunday inc Bank hol 12pm to 6am 

Tariff 4 – Xmas + New Year 

£5.80 flag drop for the first 332 yards then 30p every 166 yards. 

6pm 24th Dec to 6am 27th Dec + 6pm 31st Dec to 6am 2nd Jan 

Fuel surcharge 20p at £1.75 and a further 20p at £2.00 
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Appendix 2 

Public protection Committee 

Hackney Taxi review 
The Hackney taxi trade has compiled a review of fares, the last slight increase dealt with fuel 
surcharges and outdated waiting charges, a t2 weekday start of 9pm along with 40p extra T4 
at 1pm. 

Please consider that we are a rural area with no real footfall, so 99% of the journeys are 
single one way then returning back to a rank empty, other areas have more footfall for the 
capacity to do more return or extra flag down journeys, nobody is about when you drop off 
in Wrea Green, Freckleton etc. 

Whilst everything has nearly gone up 50%, cost of used cars are high, parts are high, 
insurance has risen at least 10% tailored with most of the country having pay rises of around 
10% even pensioners got 10.1%, I spoke to two old ladies the other day, they had been 
waiting for over 30 mins at Lytham rank for a taxi, the fares are too low to go out and work 
on t1. 

Most establishments if they want to employ staff in today’s market are paying upwards of 
£12 per hour this is plus holidays, pension and overtime and bank holidays. A Hackney rank 
taxi driver in our area wouldn’t earn that in our area on T1 rates given that he would return 
empty, with the introduction of card payments, less people offer a tip and the driver has to 
pay to process the payment thus reducing his income more. 

We are requesting a rewrite of the tariffs so it’s easier for the customer, making xmas t4, so 
its t1 for daytime, t2 for after 9pm and weekends, t3 for late night to 6am and t4 for xmas 
and new year. 

Flag drops remain the same for t1, t2, and late night t3 (old t4), yardages have changed, late 
night tariff in other areas start at 12pm we would like ours to do the same in line with most 
boroughs in the country. 

Our Christmas flag drop has been far too cheap and isn’t reasonable for Christmas and New 
Year, Blackpool is £5.80 (with current fuel surcharge) whilst Wyre adds £3 to make theirs 
£6.30, we would like to raise ours to £5.80. 

The time of writing this letter is early May 2023, due to the process involved in submitting 
and reviewing and implying this probably might be implied very late 2023 or early 2024. 

The trade also requests that the committee consider the future of taxi increases, due to its 
complexity, a while back the council recommended that The Brighton and Hove formula be 
introduced to make things simpler, this would mean that if there is an increase to apply it 
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would work it out itself as it’s a computer programme that takes the hard work out to make 
things simpler.  

The trade feels this is a fair increase, everything has risen in costs, other transport options 
have risen multiple times, wages have risen, maintaining a car is more expensive, and by the 
time this review is considered and put in place it will be not far off 2024. 

 

Steve Horvath 
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