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Tuesday, 22 April 2014

Dear Nicola, 

Following our visits to the traveller encampment over recent weeks and our conversations on the telephone I
write this formal report in support of the community. This report gives a brief background to the schools’ 
relationship with families from the Traveller Site off Fairfield Road, Hardhorn and a general overview of the 
progress they have made. It has governing body support.

Admission
The schools’ initial contact with this traveller community was made in early December 2009.  We admitted 
three children from the same family.  Since this point and our engagement with the families, word has spread 
across the site of our provision.  Now we have 17 traveller children on our school roll.  This equates to just 
over 8% of our intake.  At one time there were a number of traveller pupils on our waiting list to secure places 
in Year one.  These applications went through a formal appeal process within Blackpool Council and one 
child was successfully admitted on appeal. 

Since this initial admission in 2009 the process of requesting a place in a Blackpool school became ever 
more bureaucratic. The traveller site is within the Lancashire border/authority.  As a consequence Blackpool 
are unable to admit a child that lives outside of its border, without Lancashire’s agreement.  

The process is now much more fluid and involves these families making contact with our school and 
completing a form for Lancashire.  The form is then sent to Blackpool for approval, who contacts our school 
again.  The family then complete another form which is sent to Blackpool, when they are then given 
confirmation of the place.  The process can take around four weeks. Despite our help and constant 
reassurance this process has been stressful for a number of families.  They have made the initial step of 
requesting education for their children and then having to wait unnecessarily for a place.  

School has developed good links with the families involved and a number of local council employees to 
ensure that the process is now smooth.  We have worked closely with the Traveller Engagement Officers in 
Lancashire over recent months to support the families in completing the necessary forms as there are few 
families with good literacy skills on the site.

Despite the complicated admission process, we still continue to receive requests to admit new families that 
arrive on the site.  Our most recent request for a place is for a family of two children earlier this month, both of 
whom did have places at Christ the King in January 2013. They have since this point: travelled, attended 
another school (being taken off roll at CTK) and are now applying for their new school place.
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Educational Attainment
The families of these children have traditionally rarely engaged with education and as a consequence the 
literacy and numeracy skills are limited.  Few of their parents can read or write, although their own children 
are now learning to do so.  Pupils within our Key Stage Two classes are significantly behind their peers and 
one pupil up until last month was “out of year group”, due to the child’s medical needs.  The family have now 
elected for “home education” for this child who officially would now be in Year 7.

That said most of the pupils within our Foundation Stage and Years 1 and 2 who have attended our school 
for at least 6 months, are making good progress.  They are now either in line with national expectations, or 
close to them. 

All of the pupils have settled well, are polite, have excellent manners and have made friends with ease.  They 
are valued members of our school community.  Up until relatively recently each class now has at least one 
traveller within it. Some families have moved out of the area and as a consequence we now have three 
classes without a traveller on roll.  Two classes however have five travellers in each class.

Catholicity
All of our Irish Traveller pupils are practicing Catholics and regularly attend weekly mass.  They are highly 
religious and contribute significantly to the parish and prayer life of our school community.  They mainly 
practice at English Martyrs in Poulton-le-Fylde, however a number of families also attend a Catholic Church in 
Bispham or Sacred Heart in the centre of Blackpool town centre.  The families’ commitment to their faith has 
been illustrated during some of the children’s preparation for First Holy Communion (October 2010).  Father 
Collins (no relation) prepared five of the children outside of school as well as supporting the pupils during 
several sessions in school.  The event was a real celebration and the church was filled with school staff, 
school governors and friends of the traveller community. In November 2011 another group of children 
received this sacrament and again it was a huge celebration for both communities.

Additional Resources
Blackpool Authority has recognised the additional educational need of these pupils and has responded 
quickly to school requests for support.  

Over the last four years seven of the traveller pupils from Years 2 and 4 attended morning lessons at Thames 
School in Blackpool.  Following discussions with the parents it was agreed that an intervention programme 
run within Thames’ “Illuminate” department would provide an opportunity for one to one intensive tuition.  This
was a successful six week venture and one continued for more children for several terms.  Many of these 
families attended a short parents morning to celebrate the good progress their children had made in 
December 2010 at the Illuminate Centre. 

Mrs Jane Gray from Blackpool’s Diversity Education Team has also funded a Diversity Liaison Officer one 
day a week to support those traveller pupils who do not attend the Illuminate provision in 2011.  Mrs Jean 
Stuart worked on developing the basic skills of reading, writing and maths.  The pupils she worked with again 
made progress, although their starting point was well below the national average for their age group.

Additional intervention has been a constant theme for these children over the last four years and school 
resources have been diverted accordingly.  Many of our traveller pupils have scored highly in the 
government’s “two levels progress” measure at the end of Key Stage Two although on many occasions fell 
short of the Government’s National Expectation of a Level 4.
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Attendance
Most of the children, when on the Hardhorn site attend well.  In 20010/11 our Family Engagement Officer Mrs 
Goodhew had daily checks on attendance and worked hard to stay in regular contact with the families.  
Regular visits, to the site, by the Pupil Welfare Service (PWO) confirm this.  Since her departure in 2013 Miss 
Catherine Calvey as Assistant Head teacher and Attendance Lead has developed strong links with the 
community and attends the site regularly.  We now encourage the families to inform us of their intention to 
travel in advance so that we can provide additional reading books and educational materials.

However, clearly travelling, without notice does happen.  All traveller families left for several weeks, during 
the Summer Term 2013 to travel to Sweden and beyond. Some pupils are still not back in school. 

Out of School Provision
Many of the families attend our After School provision.  This is an evening club where children receive a hot 
meal and an opportunity for homework support and play activities for a small fee. Our Extended Schools 
Team continue to develop strong links with the community and she is respected by them.

Parental Engagement
The families continue to engage with our school where possible.  For example one family of a child in Year 6 
applied for a place at our local secondary school in 2011 and other traveller pupils have attended our Outdoor 
Adventure residential visits – something quite unheard of in the traveller community.  An indication of the trust 
that has been built for the safeguarding of their children.  

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Sarah Smith
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