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CORPORATE OBJECTIVES

The Council’s investment and activities are focused on achieving our five key
objectives which aim to :

 Conserve, protect and enhance the quality of the Fylde natural and
built environment

 Work with partners to help maintain safe communities in which
individuals and businesses can thrive

 Stimulate strong economic prosperity and regeneration within a diverse
and vibrant economic environment

 Improve access to good quality local housing and promote the health
and wellbeing and equality of opportunity of all people in the Borough

 Ensure we are an efficient and effective council.

CORE VALUES

In striving to achieve these objectives we have adopted a number of key
values which underpin everything we do :

 Provide equal access to services whether you live in town,
village or countryside,

 Provide effective leadership for the community,
 Value our staff and create a ‘can do’ culture,
 Work effectively through partnerships,
 Strive to achieve ‘more with less’.
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HURST LEE CARAVAN SITE

Public/Exempt item

This item is for consideration in the public part of the meeting.

Summary

To enable members to reconsider an application to amend condition 23, relating to the
occupancy of caravans on a licensed caravan site, and the objections made to this
application. The applicant wishes to reduce the closure period from the current condition of
6 weeks in each year to 4 weeks (Note: amendment to the initial request for 2 week
closure).

Recommendation/s

1. The Committee is asked to determine the application for amendment to condition 23 to
the site licence.

Executive brief

The item falls within the following executive brief[s]: Short title of brief (Councillor Fred
Bloggs).

Report

This application relates to Hurst Lea Caravan Site on Cartford Lane, Little Eccleston. This
is a site  which is licensed under the Caravan Sites and Control of Development Act 1960,
for 30 caravans.



The initial application was to vary the existing site licence conditions relating to the caravan
site licence granted to the Mr Thomas Hanley, on the 25th January 2005. Mr Hanley applied
to vary the site licence by amendment to condition No 23 of the site licence.

Condition 23 currently states ``Caravans shall be used for human habitation as static
holiday caravans and shall not be occupied from 1st December in one year to the 14th

January inclusive in the following year``.

The variation applied for was to amend the above 6 week period when the caravans shall
not be occupied, to 2 weeks, from the 14th February to 28th   February in each year.

  The site owner wished to maintain the designated status of the caravan site as a holiday
site. The amendment as above to the condition on occupancy would not remove this
designation.

At the meeting of the Public protection Committee held on the 8th March 2005, when the
application was first considered, the Committee resolved, following representations from
Little Eccleston with Larbreck Parish Council and a resident of Little Eccleston (see
attached), to defer consideration of the application to enable officers to obtain more
information and to enable the Scrutiny Management Board to consider scheduling a
scrutiny review of the policy issues.

           To reiterate the background information detailed in the report presented to Committee on
the 8th March:

The site has been a licensed caravan site since 1961 following the granting of planning
permission. No planning restrictions relating to occupancy were imposed. However,
conditions relating to the site licence were imposed, which included the restriction on
occupancy. The restriction imposed at that time was that caravans shall not be used for
the purpose of human habitation between 1st November and the following 28th February,
which was as stipulated on the application made by the owner for the site. Following a
request by the site owner the dates on this restriction were amended in February 2001 to
the dates as apply now,

    Caravan site licences are issued by the Consumer Wellbeing and Protection Unit. The
Authority has discretion to attached conditions when issuing a licence, under Section 5 of
the Act. Section 5 states `` A licence issued by a Local Authority in respect of any land
may be so issued subject to such conditions as the authority may think it necessary or
desirable to impose on t Under the general power, any conditions which are attached to a
site licence must be either:-

(a) necessary, or

(b) desirable in the interests of;

(i) caravan dwellers on the site itself;

(ii) of any class of persons; or



(iii) the public at large.

Under Section 5(6) of the Act the then Secretary of State specified model standards with
respect to the lay–out and the provisions of facilities, services and equipment for caravan
sites or particular types of caravans, and that, in deciding what (if any) conditions to attach
to a site licence, the council shall have regard to the standards so specified. Such
standards have been adopted by the Council and are reflected in the standard conditions
which are applied to caravan sites licensed with this Authority. See Appendix 1, which
relates to the standard conditions which are applied to Hurst Lea.

It must be noted that the Court of Appeal has accepted that planning and other
considerations may overlap. But the principle purpose of imposing conditions appears to
have to be ``public health and similar considerations.

To maintain the restriction on occupancy, which is desirable in the interests of the residents
of Little Eccleston and the wider public, then evidence for imposing such restriction has to
be proved.

           Since the meeting held on the 8th March the site owner has amended his initial request, by
letter, stating the following:

          `We feel that rather than go through a lengthy appeal process, we would be more than
happy to accept an 11 months Holiday Licence for Hurst Lea Caravan Park, in lieu of the
11½ month licence that was applied for originally`.

At the time of writing this report a reply is awaited from the applicant in relation to a written
undertaking that measures will be undertaken by him to ensure that the caravans are
occupied soley for holiday use , which is consistent with the site licence conditions.

Investigations have been undertaken by officers of the Consumer Wellbeing and Protection
Unit in relation to compliance with the site licence conditions. The site was found to
compliance in relation to the public health issues raised.

The view of Fylde Primary Care Trust and Wyre Primary Care Trust  have been sought in
relation to the impact  residential and holiday caravan sites have on local health service
provision.

The response  (by e-mail) from Fylde Primary Care Trust was that they doubt any Fylde
GP or dental practice will be greatly affected by the change, as most of the residents will
access Wyre Primary Care Trust services in Great Eccleston or Poulton.

A letter of response has been received from the Wyre Primary Care Trust (See Appendix
2). It would appear that the general opinion as regards Great Eccleston Health Centre,
which serves the health needs of Little Eccleston and surounding area, is that this is a
minor increase and will have no effect on the provision of health services in the local area.
As regards the dental practice, they state that ` the burden on the dental practice has
increased significantly as there are 10 caravan parks in the area`.



The matter was reported to the Scrutiny Management Board on the 9th March 2005. The
board decided that no action should be taken by the Board as this matter has been
investigated in the past and further activity would not deliver tangible results.

The Clerk to Little Eccleston with Larbreck Parish Council, Mr Hanley of Hurst Lea Caravan
Site and  Mr and Mrs Norton (Authors of the letter of objection), have been advised as to
the meeting and it is anticipated that a representative for the parties may wish to speak on
their behalf.

i Introduction by the chairman or legal adviser

ii Representaive for the Objector(s) to be asked to amplify the objections

                  iii          Members to question the representative

iv          Applicant or representative to be asked to respond to the objections

v           Members to question the applicant or representative

IMPLICATIONS

Finance

Legal

Community Safety

Human Rights and
Equalities

Sustainability

Health & Safety and Risk
Management

REPORT AUTHOR TEL DATE DOC ID

Stuart Handley (01253) 65608 28th april 2005



LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS

NAME OF DOCUMENT DATE WHERE AVAILABLE FOR INSPECTION

Hurst Lee Caravan Site File current Council office

Attached documents

Copies of:

Site licence and conditions

Letter of objection from Little Eccleston with Larbreck Parish Council

Letter of objection from Mr and Mrs Norton

Letter from Wyre NHS Primary Care Trust
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REQUEST FOR INCREASE IN THE LEVEL OF HACKNEY
CARRIAGE FARES

Public/Exempt item

This item is for consideration in the public part of the meeting.

Summary

A request has been received from the Fylde Licensed Hackney Drivers Association for an
increase in the level of hackney carriage fares.

The recent history of fare increases in the Borough is detailed in the report together with
the formal submission.

Recommendation/s

1. That the Committee considers the report and determines the application.

Executive brief

The item falls within the following executive brief: Economy (Councillor Roger Small).

Report

1. The provisions of Section 65 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act
1976 allows Local Authorities to fix the level of fares that may be demanded in
connection with the hire of a Hackney Carriage.



2. Officers from the Consumer Wellbeing and Protection Unit have received a request
from the Fylde Licensing Hackney Drivers Association requesting an increase in the
level of fares.  The increase relates simply to an increase in the initial hiring charge of
the vehicle and will result in an increase of 20 pence on all Tariff 1 journeys and 40
pence on Tariff 2 journeys.

3. Details of the submission are attached at Annex 1 of the report together with a
comparison of the current and proposed fares, and details of neighbouring Authorities
tariffs at Annex 2.

4. Members may recall that they last considered a request for an increase in the level of
fares at a meeting of the Public Protection Committee held on the 2nd December 2004.
Options were considered by the Committee from the two Associations representing
differing views within the trade. It was determined at the meeting that the request of the
Fylde Taxi and Private Hire Association be agreed and there would be no increase in
the level of fares.

5. Members also asked as a result of the request that Officers look at introducing a
suitable policy on hackney fare increases for consideration by a future meeting of the
Committee.  A separate report is to be submitted to the Committee in the future
concerning a formula for calculating fare increases and the matter is being currently
being discussed through the Quality Taxi Partnership.  The minutes of the last meeting
are attached at Appendix 3 for Members information.

6. At a meeting of the Pubic Protection Committee on 17th June 2004, Members approved
that should the price of litre of diesel attain the price of 87.9 pence at the Kilnhouse
Service Station, a driver is entitled to charge a surcharge of 20 pence per hiring.  For
information purposes, the price of fuel has reached this level and information leaflets
have been circulated to the trade advising of the availability of the surcharge.

7. The Fylde Taxi and Private Association have been consulted concerning the request
and at the time of submitting the report no formal reply has been received.  It is
understood that the Association may wish to make comment and this information will
be forwarded when available.

8.  The Committee is therefore requested to determine the application.

IMPLICATIONS

Finance

Legal

Community Safety

Human Rights and
Equalities

Sustainability

Health & Safety and Risk
Management



REPORT AUTHOR TEL DATE DOC ID

Chris Hambly (01253) 658422 27th April 2005

LIST OF BACKGROUND PAPERS

NAME OF DOCUMENT DATE WHERE AVAILABLE FOR
INSPECTION

1) Council office or website address

Attached documents

1) Submission of Fylde Hackney Drivers Association

2) Tariff Comparison

3) Minutes of Quality Partnership Meeting







TARIFF 1 National Average Fylde Current FLHDA Prop Blackpool (wef 4/05) Wyre (wef 4/05)

1 mile £2.76 £3.00 £3.20 £3.40 £2.90
2 miles £4.15 £4.20 £4.40 £4.80 £4.10
3 miles £5.54 £5.60 £5.80 £6.20 £5.30
4 miles £6.93 £6.80 £7.00 £7.40 £6.50
5 miles £8.32 £8.00 £8.40 £8.80 £7.70

TARIFF 2 National Average Fylde Current FLHDA Prop Blackpool (wef 4/05) Wyre (wef 04/05)

1 mile £4.15 £3.40 £3.80 £3.80 £3.55
2 miles £5.53 £5.00 £5.40 £5.60 £5.15
3 miles £6.91 £6.60 £7.00 £7.20 £6.75
4 miles £8.29 £8.40 £8.80 £9.00 £8.35
5 miles £9.67 £10.00 £10.40 £10.60 £9.95



FYLDE TAXI QUALITY PARTNERSHIP

MEETING – 6th APRIL 2005

Attendees

Cllr Prestwich – Fylde Borough Council
Cllr Clarke - Fylde Borough Council
S Handley - Fylde Borough Council
C Hambly - Fylde Borough Council
A Hough - Fylde Borough Council
T D Aspinall - Independent
J McLemn – Independent
C Beesley - FLDHA
I Wilmott – Freckleton & Warton Taxis
A Quigley – FLDHA
D Whiteside – Whitesides
D Smith – FTPHA
M Elder – Fylde Taxis
A Coia – Fylde Taxis
J White – Wesham Taxis
C Petrus – Kirkham Macs

Minutes

Cllr Prestwich (CP) opened the meeting at 10.00 and welcomed everybody and advised that
the purpose of the meeting was to discuss the proposals for a formula for a fare increase and
hoped that a formula could be agreed.

Chris Hambly (CH) advised that whilst a formula could give a basis for a fare increase it could
not work out the tariff, and any request for an increase would still need to be agreed by the
Council’s Public Protection Committee (PPC).

C Beesley (CB) advised that the proposal from FLDHA had been based upon the average
earnings for the North West (based on National Office of Statistics), Automobile Association
motor running costs and public hire insurance premiums. A copy of proposal is attached.

D Smith (DS) representing the FTPHA stated that their proposed formula based on the
National Average fare according to the National Private Hire Magazine had been agreed at a
meeting of the association some 12 months ago. A copy of this is attached.

There was a heated and at times very personal debate, between the two associations
regarding the merits of both proposals to which the Chairman brought to order and the debate
continued.

Tony Quigley (TQ) suggested that the fare increase should be based on the percentage
increase in council tax charged by Fylde Borough Council.

CH suggested that perhaps the formula should be based on an average based on the
increase in the National Average fare, the rate of inflation and the Retail Price Index.

J McLemon (JM) stated that it was agreed at the previous meeting that the proposals should
be voted on, and the winning proposal should be placed in front of the PPC for there approval
and therefore proposed that a vote should be held. T Aspinall (TA) seconded this.

The members and officers of the Council felt that after taking into account the differing views
put forward and the strong feelings that  the merits of both proposals should be considered by
the PPC and requested the attendees to forward any additional comments they may have to
either herself or the officers, and these would be placed in front of the PPC.



CP also advised that she would hold informal meeting’s with members of the PPC in order
that the submissions could be fully considered by the members.

The meeting ended at 11.30.
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EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

6.   EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

Members are invited to consider passing a resolution concerning the exclusion of
the public from the meeting in accordance with the provisions of Section
100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 on the grounds that the business to
be discussed is exempt information as defined in paragraph 4 of Part 1 of
Schedule 12A of the Act.




